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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 NSC-05 /054W 

082040 

R 121429Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2696 
INFO AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCOSNUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 3472 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: BASSON ELECTED LEADER OF UNITED PARTY IN TRANSVAAL 

UP MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FROM BEZUIDENHOIT JAPIE BASSON 
WAS ELECTED SEPTEMBER 1 1 TO POST TRANSVAAL PARTY LEADER. 

FRANCOIS OBERHOLZEN, JOHANNESBURG CITY COUNCILLOR AND 
MPC, WAS ELECTED HIS DEPUTY. BASSON, GENERALLY RECOGNIZED 
AS PARTY'S LEADING VERLIGTE, IMMEDIATELY INVITED ANY 
POTENTIAL QUITTERS OR SPLITTERS FROM THE UP TO DO SO 
ON THE SPOT. ANNOUNCING THAT HE WOULD ALSO STRONGLY 

OPPOSE FORMATION OF FACTIONS OR CLIQUES. BASSON WAS REPORTEDLY ELECTRD 

UNANIMOUSLY AND HIS STATEMENT ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED, WHICH SHOULD 
STRENGTHEN 

HIS CHANCES OF EVENTUALLY LEADING THE PARTY AS A WHOLE. 
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